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as a linnet, neatly dressed, with her hair arranged and her
shoes and stockings on.
Every morning and evening she came to wait on me, and
I was soon convinced from what she said that she was justly
the idol of her parents, and that the freedom of her manner
came from her innocence and the purity of her soul. Her
naivete, her vivacity, her curiosity, the modest blush which
covered her face when the amusing things that she said, the
full meaning of which she was far from understanding,
made me laugh, all showed me that she was an angel of
candour, but an angel who would most likely fall a victim
to the first libertine who should attack her.
I felt myself strong enough to avoid anything which
could afterwards give me cause for reproach; indeed, the
thought of such villainy made me shudder. My amour*
prop'v was sufficient guarantee for the honour of Lucy and
of her worthy parents, who so confidingly trusted her to
me, It seemed to me that I should have been contemptible
in my own eyes if I had betrayed this confidence, I deter-
mined to struggle against all warmer feelings, and let her
mere presence be my reward. I remained at Pasean all
September, and the eleven last nights of my sojourn there
I passed tranquilly and quietly in Lucy's society. As soon as
her mother was asleep she would come to me, and talk to
me, in all honour.
When I left I promised to return in the spring. Our
parting was sad and tender; indeed, her perturbed and ex-
cited state of mind, due to my departure, was perhaps the
cause of her misfortune, for which, twenty years later in
Holland, I had reason to bitterly reproach myself.
When I returned to Pasean, after Easter, everything was
changed; the guests were strangers to me, and the supper
the first night seemed interminable. I was given my old
room, and I hastened to it, eagerly expecting to see Lucy,
As she did not appear, I consoled myself by saying, 'She will
surely come in the morning.' But in the morning my coffee
was brought by a stout, ugly old servant, who, when I asked